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Ana Filipa Palmeirim, TROPIMUNDO ULB Local Coordinator

My research is focused on understanding the complex biodiversity responses to human-induced
disturbance across the tropics. During my PhD (2013-2017), | investigated the ecological impacts of
hydropower development and insular habitat fragmentation in the Brazilian Amazon. In my first
postdoc at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (2017-2018), | examined macroscale habitat loss
and fragmentation effects on vertebrates in the Brazilian Atlantic Forest. | then moved to China for a
postdoct at the Southern University of Science and Technology (2018-2019), where | assessed
hydropower impacts in Southeast Asia. Subsequently, | was awarded an Individual Marie
Sktodowska-Curie Fellowship at the University of East Anglia (2019-2021), during which | expanded
the network theory to investigate biodiversity changes in insular systems. Later, | joined the
TROPIBIO research program at CIBIO, University of Porto (2021-2024), during which | lead research
in West and Central Africa under an EC-funded initiative supporting Portuguese-speaking African
countries. In 2024, | joined EcoHealth Alliance, integrating my research within the One Health
framework. | then joined to the Federal University of Pard, Brazil, where | worked as a Visiting
Professor during 2025, and | have recently moved to ULB where | am working as an Assistant
Professor.

1 Family name PALMEIRIM

2 First name Ana Filipa

3 Date of birth 08 December 1987

4 Nationality Portuguese

5 E-mail ana.filipa.palmeirim@ulb.be

6 Education / Professional studies
Dates (from-to) Institution Degree/diploma
01/09/2005- University of Lisbon BSc in Biology
31/08/2008
01/09/2008- University of Lisbon MSc in Conservation Biology
10/12/2010
01/03/2013- Federal University of Rio de PhD in Ecology
17/03/2017 Janeiro

7 Language skills Grade skill 1-5 (1 = basic, 5 = excellent, * = mother tongue)
Language Speaking Reading Writing
Portuguese * * *
English 5 5 5
Spanish 5 5 4
French 1 2 1
Chinese 1 1 1

8 Membership of professional bodies
Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation (ATBC)
Society for Conservation Biology (SCB)
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) - Species Survival Commission (SSC) - Small
Mammal Specialist Group
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9 Other Skills
Research design and implementation, data collection and analysis, project writing, numeric
modelling and simulation, among others
10 | Name of organisation currently Name of Organisation:
working for and Present position | Université Libre de Bruxelles — ULB
in the organisation Present position in the organisation:
Assistant Professor
11 | Years with the organisation Starting date: November 2025
12 | Long-term experience in specific countries/territories
Country Date Details
Brazil 2011 — present | Research on the effects of habitat loss and fragmentation
on biodiversity (mostly in the Amazon biome)
Guinea-Bissau 2022 — present | Research on (i) the effect of forest conversion into cashew
orchards on biodiversity and on (ii) the socio-ecological
importance of community-managed forests
Angola 2022 — present | Research on cryptic small mammal diversity in (i) the
Afromontane forests of Namba and in (ii) the Namib desert
Sao Tome and 2022 -2025 Research on (i) insectivorous bat diversity across land-cover
Principe types and (ii) the impacts of invasive rats on cocoa
production
Malaysia 2018 — 2021 Research on ecological impacts of hydropower
development on biodiversity
Thailand 2018 - 2021 Research on ecological impacts of hydropower
development on biodiversity
13 | Professional experience record
Location Date Organisation
Brazil 2017-2018 Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFRJ)
Position Post-doctoral Researcher

Responsibilities

Project “Disentangling the effects of habitat loss from habitat fragmentation
on biodiversity across the Brazilian Atlantic Forest”

China

2018-2019

Southern University of Science and Technology (SUSTech)

Position

Post-doctoral Researcher

Responsibilities

Project “Ecological impacts of habitat fragmentation following river damming
in Southeast Asia”

UK

2019-2021

University of East Anglia (UEA)

Position

Post-doctoral Researcher (Marie Curie Individual Fellow)

Responsibilities

Project “Predicting changes in species interactions following species loss in
hydroelectric reservoir islands”

Portugal 2021-2024 Research Centre of Biodiversity and Genetic Resources
(CIBIO), University of Porto
Position Post-doctoral Researcher

Responsibilities

Project “Expanding potential in TROPIcal BlOdiversity and ecosystem
research towards sustainable life on land”
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USA

2024-2025 EcoHealth Alliance

Position

Adjunct Scientist

Responsibilities Participation in several projects related to One Health

Brazil

2025 Federal University of Para

Position

Visiting Professor

Responsibilities Courses on Landscape Ecology, One Health and fund-raising strategies.

14

Publications

Number of publications in peer-reviewed journals

65

10 publi

cations that are most representative in the field of tropical biodiversity and ecosystems

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

Naranjo-Pérez, M. J., Guedes, P., Dias, A., dos Santos Neto, A., Pires, A., Mai, F., ... &
Palmeirim, A. F. (2026). Direct and indirect pathways mediating the impacts of non-native
rats on cocoa yield in an African island. Agriculture, Ecosystems & Environment, 396,
109997

Palmeirim, A. F., Barreto, J. R., & Prist, P. R. (2025). The importance of Indigenous Lands
and landscape structure in shaping the zoonotic disease risk—Insights from the Brazilian
Atlantic Forest. One Health, 101104

Palmeirim, A.F. (2024). Beyond more inclusive and equitable research in ecology and

conservation: on the practical implications of expanding authorship to local data
collectors. Discover Conservation, 1(1): 4

Palmeirim, A.F., Seck, S., Palma, L., Ladle, R. (2023). Shifting values and the fate of sacred
forests in Guinea-Bissau: are community-managed forests the answer? Environmental
Conservation, 50(3), 152-155

Palmeirim, A.F., Emer, C., Benchimol, M., Storck-Tonon, D., Bueno, A.S., Peres, C.A. (2022).
Emergent properties of species-habitat networks in an insular forest landscape. Science
Advances, 8: eabm0397

Moore, J.H., Palmeirim, A.F., Peres, C.A., Ngoprasert, D., Gibson, L. (2022). Invasive rat
drives complete collapse of native small mammal communities in insular forest fragments.
Current Biology, 32: 2997-3004

Palmeirim, A.F., Santos-Filho, M., Peres, C.A. (2020). Marked decline in forest-dependent
small mammals following habitat loss and fragmentation in an Amazonian deforestation
frontier. PloS one, 15: 0230209

Palmeirim, A.F., Figueiredo, M.S., Grelle, C.E.V., Carbone, C., Vieira, M.V. (2019). When
does habitat fragmentation matter? A biome-wide analysis of small mammals in the
Atlantic Forest. Journal of Biogeography, 46: 2811-2825

Palmeirim, A.F., Benchimol, M., Vieira, M.V, Peres, C.A. (2018). Small mammal responses
to Amazonian forest islands are modulated by their forest dependence. Oecologia, 187:
191-204

Palmeirim, A.F., Peres, C. A., Rosas, F.C. (2014). Giant otter population responses to
habitat expansion and degradation induced by a mega hydroelectric dam. Biological
Conservation, 174, 30-38.
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Number of conference presentations (between brackets invited contributions)

11

16

Awards

Award

Award date Issuing oranisation
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Award

Marie Sktodowska- 2019 European Commission/host institution: University of
Curie Individual East Anglia

Fellowship Award

Outstanding Postdoc 2018 Southern University of Science and Technology




