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TROPIMUNDO Awards

Each year our students compete 

in a natural history photography 

contest (resulting in this calendar) 

and for academic excellence 

awards. We have an annual Best 

TROPIMUNDO Student Award 

and the Lorenzo Borella Memorial 

Award for the best TROPIMUNDO 

thesis.

Credits/Contacts

Calendar info: This calendar was made using photographs courtesy of our students, alumni and staff. All photographs were taken between 2016 and 2025. National holidays in Belgium, France, Italy, Colombia, Senegal, Cameroon, Kenya, Sri Lanka, Malaysia and Philippines our study poles, were included and so were selected events of international importance.

Calendar Cover Illustration:NEWBY Laure: Iguana delicatissima (Laurenti, 1768), Iles de la Petite Terre, Guadeloupe.

Information page photograph:INOS Management Offi ce: Team Picture taken during mission to Malaysia by ULB and UNIFI coordinators (top right). 

ZAHROH Risti: Group picture taken during welcome day in front of the Learning & Innovation Center (LIC) ULB-VUB, Brussels, Belgium (bottom). 

   

    
    www.tropimundo.eu         www.mundustropicalis.eu    info@tropimundo.eu

Did you know?Did you know that TROPIMUNDO was the fi rst Erasmus Mundus programme to offset the carbon emissions caused by its compulsory student and staff mobility ? In the meantime it has become an annual tradition.

Application

Annual scholarship call: 01/09-30/11

Annual self-funded call: 01/09-15/06 

or until all places are exhausted

 Website programming 
& 

management by Artprotect.be

CopyrightAll photographs and logos in this calendar are 

the property of TROPIMUNDO, of the partner 

institution or of the photographer indicated in 

the caption or credits and cannot be used in any 

form without the prior written authorisation of the 

copyright holder.



TROPIMUNDO is proud to announce that its Erasmus Mundus Joint Master in Tropical Biodiversity and Ecosystems has retained the
 Erasmus Mundus excellence label for this and the next two academic intakes, while applying for a new European Commission funding 
scheme skills in an era marked by a triple crisis of endangered tropical biodiversity, loss of ecosystem functionality and global change.

Currently, 13 Mundus tropicalis VLIRUOS ICP-Connect scholarship holders from Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Cuba, Uganda, Tanzania, Kenya, 
Madagascar, Indonesia, and the Philippines are participating, alongside students from the USA, Colombia, Brazil, Spain, France, Belgium, and 
Germany. The two Mundus tropicalis trajectories running through the Technical University of Mombasa (Kenya) and the University of the 
Philippines Diliman, along with the other Trajectories in Colombia, Senegal, Cameroon, Kenya, Reunion Island, Sri Lanka, Malaysia and 
New Caledonia, aim to train future scientists, conservationists, restorationists, managers, and policy-makers from both the global south and 
north. The programme continues to focus on strengthening tropical ecosystem functions, goods, and services through excellent education, 
research, professionalisation, networking, and capacity-building in response to the triple crisis of biodiversity loss, ecosystem degradation, 
and global change.   

Welcome word from the Programme Director

In 2026, TROPIMUNDO will celebrate a deeply meaningful milestone: the 10th edition of the Lorenzo Borella Memorial Award. 
This emotional anniversary honours a decade of commitment to Lorenzo’s legacy and the values he stood for, making it a moment of special 
reflection and awareness within the programme. Starting September 2026, TROPIMUNDO will shift to academic-year calendars. The next 
calendar will span the 2026-2027 academic year, from September 2026 to August 2027, meaning we will return earlier than usual.

Farid Dahdouh-Guebas
TROPIMUNDO/Mundus tropicalis Founding 

and Managing Director
Université libre de Bruxelles

Vrije Universiteit Brussel



THANK YOU TO ALL PARTNERS OF TROPIMUNDO

Royal Academy for
Overseas Sciences



Ann-Sophie DECKERS: Flower Cordia Lutea Lam., Floreana Island, Galápagos, Ecuador



Ganthala SUBHASH: Nile crododile Crocodylus niloticus (Laurenti, 1768), Haller Park, Mombasa, Kenya

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

��������  Monday            Tuesday          Wednesday            Thursday     Friday              Saturday Sunday

January 2026

New Year 

Epiphany

DECEMBER
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Esala Perahera Duruthu
 (Sri Lanka)

Lailatul Isra Wal Mi Raj 
(Philippines)

Chinese New Year Chinese New Year 

Reyes Magos
(Colombia)

Israk & Mikraj
(Malaysia)

First Day of the Republic
(Philippines)



 Ganthala SUBHASH: Blue monarch Tirumala petiverana (Doubleday, 1847), Haller Park, Mombasa, Kenya
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Mireia CORBERA SERRAJORDIA : Green-tailed jacamar Galbula galbula (Linnaeus, 1766), Golf court of Kourou, French Guyana

National Day 
(Sri Lanka)

Youth Feast 
(Cameroon)

Revolution Anniversary
(Philippines)
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Mahasivarathri 
(Sri Lanka/Malaysia)

Chinese New Year Chinese New Year

Constitution Day 
(Philippines)

Ramadan begins

Republic Feast
(Guyane)



Ilke GELADI : Flame fungus Clavulinopsis sulcata (Overeem 1923), only found in Australia and New Zealand
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Anna SPIESSENS : Top : Sunset in Sri Lanka
Laura LATORRE VALENCIA : Bottom : Dragonfl y Neurothemis terminata (Ris, 1911), Bako National Park, Sarawak, Borneo, Malaysia
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Father’s Day 
(Italy)

Feast of Saint Joseph
(Colombia)

International Women’s Day

Spring Equinox World Forestry Day World Water Day

Djouldé Soumaé/Aid al-Fitr
(Cameroon/Senegal/Kenya)

Aid al-Fitr’s Feast
Hari Raya



Juliette PINCO : Indian paradise flycatcherTerpsiphone paradisi  (Linnaeus, 1758), Mangrove Museum,Chilaw Lagoon,Sri Lanka
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Sailee Predeep SAKHALKAR: Top: Jewel bug or metallic shield bugs Chrysocoris spp. can produce an offensive odour 
when disturbed

Isadora Letícia GAERTNER HAHN: Equus quagga (Boddaert, 1785), Crescent Island, Lake Naivasha, Kenya

Easter Monday

Independence Day 
(Senegal)

World Health Day

Palm Sunday  
(Colombia)

Lorenzo Borella 
Memorial Day

Earth Day

Liberation Day 
(Italy)

Children’s Day (Colombia)

Day of Trees (Colombia)

Good Friday

Saint Thursday 
(Colombia)

Buddhist New Year  
(Sri Lanka)

Hari Raya Easter Sunday

Saint Saturday



Jessica SEEHOFER : Banded mongoose Mungos mungo (Gmelin, 1788),Tsavo East National Park, Kenya
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Labor  day

France Victory 1945

Ascent

World Migratory Bird Day

Mother’s day   
(Belgium/Italy)

Teacher’s Day

Endangered Species Day

National Day 
(Cameroon) 

World Day of Cultural 
Diversity for Dialogue and 

Development World Turtle Day

Vesak 
(Sri Lanka)

Mother’s Day 
(France)

Buddha’s Birthday 
(Malaysia)

Pentecost

Father’s day  
(Colombia)

Tabasci/Fête du sacrifi ce 
(Cameroon/Senegal/Kenya

Sri Lanka)

Deva MENDEZ GONZALEZ : Green turtle Chelonia mydas (Linnaeus, 1758), Dickwella beach, Sri Lanka

Independence Day
(Guyane)



Morgan Lee McCARTHY: Dolphin Tursiops aduncus (Ehrenberg, 1833) and boat interaction at Stradbroke Island, Australia
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Isadora Letícia GAERTNER HAHN ��Cheetah (Hunting leopard) Acinonyx jubatus ssp. jubatus (Schreber, 1775), Maasai Mara 
National Reserve, Kenya
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Feast of the Italian 
Republic 

World Environment Day

World Oceans Day

Father’s day 
(Belgium)

Independence Day 
(Philippines)

Father’s Day 
(France)

Summer Solstice

World Rainforest Day

Abolition of Slavery
(Guyane)

Awal Muharram 
(Malaysia)

Deadline for TROPIMUNDO 
self-funded applications
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Madaraka Day 
(Kenya)

Tamkharit
(Senegal)



Juliette PINCO: Red Mangrove Rhizophora mucronata Lam. after the rain, Bentota mangroves, Sri Lanka
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Jessica SEEHOFER : Impala Aepyceros melampus (Lichtenstein, 1812) where elegance meets survival, Tsavo East National Park, Kenya
Léa LAGOUTIERE : Tree canopy airscape, Mefou, Cameroon

Feast of the Flemish 
Community (Belgium)

World Population Day

National Feast 
(France)

Independence Day 
(Colombia)

National Day 
(Belgium)

International day for the 
Conservation of Mangrove 

Ecoystems 

Feast of the Republic
(Italy)



Sofía María ALFONSO VELASCO : Lion Panthera leo (Linnaeus, 1758), Maasai Mara National Reserve, Kenya
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Deshika MUTHUTHANTHIRIGE��Mangrove Rhizophora spp, Kalpitiya restoration site during the low tide period, Sri Lanka
Léa LAGOUTIERE��Seaview in Ebodge, Cameroon

International Day of the 
World’s Indigenous People

Assumption

Benigno Aquino Day
(Philippines)

Heroes Commemoration Day 
(Philippines)

Independence Day 
(Malaysia)

Liberation Day 
(Colombia)

Assumption
(Colombia)

Magal de Touba 
(Senegal)

International Youth Day 

Prophet Muhammad Birthday
(Malaysia)



Marine PILLEMENT : Brussels sunset skyline with horizon view of the National Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Belgium’s largest church and the world’s largest art-deco church
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Jonas GOEMANS : Clownfi sh Amphiprion ocellaris (Cuvier, 1830), Kapas island, Malaysia

Opening call for 
TROPIMUNDO 

applications

Malaysia Day 

International Day for the 
Preservation of the 

Ozone Layer

International Peace Day Autumn Equinox

Feast of the French 
Community (Belgium)

World Rivers Day



Cheuk Yiu CHEUNG: Mangrove crab Haberma tingkok (Cannicci & Ng 2017), Hong Kong
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Nina Ysanne NIETO CISNEROS : Northern white rhinoceros Ceratotherium simum cottoni (Lydekker, 1908), 
Ol Pajeta Conservancy, Kenya

World Animal Day

World Habitat Day

World Food Day

United Nations Day

Colombus Day
(Colombia)

Mashujaa Day 
(Kenya)



Abigail WARD : Masjid Kristal at sunset, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia
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Marine PILLEMENT: Top left: UMT boat on a mission protecting life beneath the crystal water, Chagar Hutang, Redang Island, Malaysia
Silvia MELCHIORI : Top right: Lizard Phelsuma madagascariensis (Gray, 1891), Le Tampon, La Réunion. Ann-Sophie DECKERS : Bottom left: Shield bugs Arrocera 

placens in the cloudforest of Mindo, Milpe Bird sanctuary, Ecuador.  Anilkumar ANJALI : Bottom right:  Crocus sp., Germany

All Saints day

Armistice 1918

International Day of 
Tolerance World Fisheries Day

Deadline for TROPIMUNDO 
applications

All Saints day
(Colombia)

Cartagena’s Independence 
Day (Colombia)

Deepavali (Sri Lanka)
Diwali (Malaysia)



Giann VASQUEZ: Lemur Euiemur fulvus rufus (Audebert, 1799), Kirindi forest,Madagascar
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Wildlife Conservation Day 

Saint Nicolas

Immaculate Conception

Human Rights Day

Winter Solstice

Christmas Eve Christmas

Rizal Day 
(Philippines)

New Year’s Eve

JamhuriDay 
(Kenya)

Ling Xin TIYO: Cassava Manihot esculenta Crantz, Mama Ngina waterfront, Mombasa, Kenya

Abolition of Slavery 
(La Réunion)

Santo Stefano 
(Italy)
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