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Calendar info: his calend
courtesy of oy students, 3 i pPhotographs
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Welcome word from the Programme Director

The year 2025 marks not only the start of the second decade for the Erasmus Mundus Joint Master (Degree) in Tropical Biodiversity and
Ecosystems (TROPIMUNDO) but also the birth of Mundus tropicalis. We are happy to announce that TROPIMUNDO obtained VLIR-UOS
ICP-Connect funding to capitalize on two Trajectories running through Kenya and The Philippines, two priority countries for development
collaboration for Flanders and Belgium. Under this new educational project, nicknamed Mundus tropicalis, VLIR-UOS funds 12 full
scholarships annually for the next 5 years, followed by 10 full scholarships for another 5 years, making this a long-term financing scheme.
Mundlus tropicalis aims at training young S and N students to become the scientists, conservationists, restorationists, managers and policy-
makers of the future decades who will make a difference for the TE functions, goods and services on which their home countries and regions
depend by contributing to excellent education, research, science, professionalisation and networking opportunities, and capacity-building
skills in an era marked by a triple crisis of endangered tropical biodiversity, loss of ecosystem functionality and global change.

Mundus tropicalis applicants from a list of 30 VLIR-UOS priority countries in Latin America, Africa and Asia will be selected based on social
vulnerability indicators and on their potential for capacity building and their study tracks will pass through Technical University of Mombasa
(TUM) and University of the Philippines Diliman (UPD).

From February to June 2025, our first students will also attend other university partners among which the French-speaking Université
Cheikh Anta Diop de Dakar (UCAD) in Senegal, with field schools on West-African forest, savanna, wetland and other Sahel ecosystems.

While continuing to honour Erasmus Mundus as the European Commission’s only educational excellence label, as well as the associated
education, research, and scientific and societal skills competences embedded in our programme, TROPIMUNDO and VLIR-UOS" Mundus
tropicalis will jointly assure the urgently needed focus on education, research, international networking, and capacity and resilience-
building to help mitigate the uncertainty faced by the many social-ecological communities that rely on tropical ecosystem functions, goods
and services.

Farid Dahdouh-Guebas

TROPIMUNDO/Mundus tropicalis Founding
and Managing Director

Université Libre de Bruxelles
Vrrije Universiteit Brussel




THANKYOU TO ALL PARTNERS OF TROPIMUNDO
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Damselle QUESADA: Periscaria capitata (Buch.-Ham. ex D.Don) H.Gross, La Réunion
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January 2025
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FriDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
C
L 1 2 3 4 5
1 New Year
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Epiphany
14 15 16 17 18 19
Esala Perahera Duruthu
(Sri Lanka)
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31 ARy

Isra et Mi'raj (Malaysia)

Chinese New Year

Chinese New Year

1 2
3 45 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28

Isadora Leticia GAERTNER HAHN: Chlorocebus pyreythrus (F. Cuvier, 1821), Haller Park, Kenya.
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Myndus:trepi®8lis

TUESDAY SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FriDAY SATURDAY

MoNDAY

-

National Day in Sri
Lanka

World Wetlands Day

9

10

Chinese New Year
Youth Feast (Cameroon)

11

Youth Day Cameroon

@ 12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Philippines Revolution
Anniversary

26

Mahasivarathri (Sri Lanka)

27

28

JANUARY

M T W T F S S

12 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

MARCH
M T W T F S S
12
3 45 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28

Giann VASQUEZ : Belvedére du Maido, La Réunion.
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Isabela VARGAS NICOLA : Oplurus quadrimaculatus (Duméril & Bibron, 1851), Madagascar
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MoNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FrIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
FEBRUARY
M T W T F S S 1 2
1 2

3 45 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28

3 4 5 S 6 7 8

International Women'’s Day

10 11 12 13 14 15

16

17 18 19 20 21 22

Father’s Day in Italy

Spring Equinox World Forestry Day World Water Day

23

24 25 26 27 28 . 29

Fest of Saint Joseph
(Colombia)

Martyrs’ Day in
Madagascar

APRIL
M T W T F S S
12 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

Aid al-Fitr's Feast
Hari Raya

_‘\,‘ﬁ:“ Damselle QUESADA : Top : Piton de la Fournaise, Saint-Benoit, la Réunion.
= 54 Eshrat Zahan ESHITA : Bottom left : Canopy gap in Matang Mangrove Forest Reserve, Malaysia.
Isadora Leticia GAERTNER HAHN : Bottom right : Giraffa tippelskirchi (Matschie, 1898), Kenya.

30

Djouldé Soumaé/Aid al-Fitr
Cameroun/Senegal/Kenya
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28

29

Day of Trees (Colombia)

Isadora Leticia GAERTNER HAHN: Top: Trachylepis maculilabris (Gray, 1845) Kenya.

MonNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FrIDAY SATURDAY SuNDAY
MARCH 1 2 3 5 6
M T W T F S S
12 Hari Raya Independence Day
3 45 6 7 8 9 (Senegal)
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31
Baatan (Philippines) Chinese New Year Palm Sunday (Colombia)
World Health Day
Buddhist New Year Saint Thursday (Colombia) Saint Saturday Easter Sunday
(Sri Lanka)
Lorenzo Borella Memorial Day Good Friday
21 22 23 24 25 26 [ 27
Easter Monday Italian Liberation Day
Earth Day Children’s Day (Colombia)

MAY
M T W T F S S
1T 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31
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TUESDAY

MoNDAY

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

May 2025

WEDNESDAY

e

THURSDAY

H TROPIMUND®

ERASMUS MUNDUS JOINT MASTER DEGREE IN TROPICAL BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEMS

FriDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

1

Labor day

2

Madaraka Day (Kenya)

8

France Victory 1945

10

11

Mother's day

World Migratory Bird Day

12

Vesak Full Moon (Sri Lanka)
Buddha’s Birthday (Malaysia)

13

14

15

Teachers Day

16

Endangered Species Day

17

18

19

20

National Day in Cameroon

World Day of Cultural Diversity
for Dialogue and Development

21

22

23

World Turtle Day

24

Saint Joseph'’s Feast
(Colombia)

25

Mother’s Day in France

26

) 27

28

29

Ascent

30

31

JUNE
M T W T F S S
1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

Elissa PELSMAEKERS: Sunset on Lake Kenyir, Malaysia.
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MoONDAY

Feast of the Italian
Republic

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

June 2025

THURSDAY

MAY
M T W T F S S
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

World Environment Day

H TROPIMUND®

ERASMUS MUNDUS JOINT MASTER DEGREE IN TROPICAL BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEMS

Tabasci/Féte du sacrifice
Cameroun/Senegal/Kenya

SUNDAY

SATURDAY

Eid al-Adha

8

Father's day in Belgium

World Oceans Day

9

Pentecost

10

Abolition of Slavery

11

16

17

12

Independence Day
(Philippines)

13

14

15

Father's Day (Colombia)

Deadlli for TROPIMUNDO|
selt-funded applications|

18

19

20

Summer Solstice

21

22

Father's Day in France

World Rainforest Day

23

30

Saint Peter and Paul

24

25

26

Independence Feast
(Madagascar)

27

Muharram

Juliette PINCO: Top left: Nephila pilipes (Fabricius, 1793), Southern ridges, Singapore.
Maria Ruth GUERRA BLANDINO: Top right: Spathoglottis plicata (FBlume, 1825), La Soufriére, Guadeloupe.
Kevin Jaret MADRIGAL FERRER: Bottom: Boardwalk in Matang Mangrove Forest, Malaysia.

28

29

F S S
4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31
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Aleksandra SMORYGO: Sunrise in Burwood, Australia
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FriDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
1E) 2 3 4 5 6
M T W T F S S =
Tamkharit

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

8 9 [ 10 11 12

Feast of the Flemish
ommunity in Belgium

World Population Day

13

14

French National Feast

15 16

17 Y 18 19

20

Independence Day
(Colombia)

21

National Day in Belgium

22 23 24 25 26

International day for the
Conservation of Mangrove
Ecoystems

28

29 30

Isadora Leticia GAERTNER HANH: Balearica regulorum ssp. gibericeps (Bennett, 1834), Kenya.

27

AUGUST
M T W T F S S
12 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
1112 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
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MoNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FriDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
JuLy SEPTEMBER ﬂ 1 2 3
M T W T F S S M T W T F S S
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

7 s 9 10

Boyacé's Battle

International Day of the
World's Indigenous People

11 12 13 14 1509 16 17

Magal de Touba
(Senegal)

Asumption

18 19 20 21 23 23 24

Asumption Beni Aquino D
‘ gno Aquino Day
(Colombia) (Philippines)

25 26 27 28 29 30 & 31

Heroes Commemoration
Day (Philippines)

Independence Day in Malaysia

"
SR @
. S . . . e B1
E%& Jonas GOEMANS: Craspedocephalus trigonocephalus (Latreille, 1801), Sri Lanka. m:— g
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MoNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FrRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Opening call for
TROPIMUNDO
applications

8 9 10 11 12 139 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Malaysia Day

International Day for the
Preservation of the Ozone Layer

International Peace Day

22

Autumn Equinox

23

New Caledonia’s

24

Day

29

30

AUGUST
M T W T F S
1 2
4 5 6 7 8 9
1112 13 14 15 16
18 19 20 21 22 23
25 26 27 28 29 30

S

10

25

26

Natalia BERRAZUETA GALLARDO : Top: Oostende, Belgium.

27

Feast of the French
Community in Belgium

28

World Rivers Day

OCTOBER
M T W T F S S
1.2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

e
y2,

fﬂ;:.'_‘l -
@<






Myndus:trepi®8lis

October 2025
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MoNDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FrIDAY SATURDAY SuNDAY
SEPTEMBER 1 2 3 4 5
M T W T F S S
12 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30
World Animal Day
8 9 10 11 12
Utamaduni Day (Kenya)
World Habitat Day
® 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Colombus Day
World Food Day
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Mashujaa Day (Kenya)
Diwali (Malaysia)
United Nations Day
NOVEMBER

27

29

30

31

Juliette PINCO: Top: Varanus salvator (Laurenti, 1768), Pulau Redang, Malaysia.

Osei Raphaél BAAFI: Bottom: Sinharaja Rainforest, Sri Lanka.

TWTF S S

1 2
4 5 6 7 8 9
1112 13 14 15 16
18 19 20 21 22 23

25 26 27 28 29 30
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1 Giovahpi WALTERS : Panthelra pardus pardus, (Linnaeus, 1758), South Africa
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MONDAY

TUESDAY

OCTOBER
M T W T F S S
12 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

3

All Saints day
(Colombia)

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

flis November 2025 HITROPIMUND®
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FriDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
DECEMBER ]_ 2
M T W T F S S
12 3 4 5 6 7 All Saints day Commemoration of the

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

Faithful Departed

10

11[®

Armistice 1918

12

13

14

15

16

International Day of Tolerance

17

Cartagena Independence
Day

18

19

20

21

World Fisheries Day

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

Deadline for TROPIMUNDO
applications

Bonifacio Day

(Philippines)
9 #F13@
Pyt d @ :H@
f%g Aleksandra SMORYGO: Sunset at Gibson steps, Australia. ﬂ:— o
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Damselle QUESADA : Furcifer pardalis, (Cuvier, 1829), La Réunion
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MoNDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
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FriDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Wildlife Conservation Day

6

Saint Nicolas

8

Immaculate Conception

10

Human Rights Day

11

12

JamhuriDay (Kenya)

13

14

15

16

17

18

19| 20

Abolition Day (La Réunion)

21

Winter Solstice

22

23

24

Christmas Eve

25

Christmas

29

30

Rizal Day (Philippines)

31

New Year's Eve

NOVEMBER
M T W T F S S
1 2
3 45 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

26

Sint Stephen’s Day
Boxing Day Kenya

Juliette PINCO: Pongo pygmaeus (Linnaeus, 1760), Borneo, Malaysia.

27

28

JANUARY
M T W T F S S
1T 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 101"
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31
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