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TROPIMUNDO Awards

Each year our students compete 

in a natural history photography 

contest (resulting in this calendar) 

and for academic excellence 

awards. We have an annual Best 

TROPIMUNDO Student Award 

and the Lorenzo Borella Memorial 

Award for the best TROPIMUNDO 

thesis.

Credits/Contacts

Calendar info: This calendar was made using photographs courtesy of our students, alumni and staff. All photographs were taken between 2015 and 2032. National holidays in Belgium, France, Italy, Cameroon, Kenya, Madagascar, Sri Lanka and Malaysia, our study sites, were included and so were selected events of international importance.Calendar Cover Illustration:Maria Ruth GUERRA BLANDINO: Argia oculata (Hagen in Selys, 1865), Guadeloupe. 
Information page photograph:Khady DIALLO: TROPIMUNDO2 Presentation on the 2024 edition of the International Society of Ethnobiology Congress in Marrakech, Morocco by TROPIMUNDO students Ángela Barrera Bello, Arya Ying Yue, Giovanni Walters, UCAD Local Coordinator Khady Diouf Goudiaby and Founding and Managing Director Farid Dahdouh-Guebas.(left) 

Daniel DUNN: Four generations of TROPIMUNDO Students and Alumni from Spain, Philippines, Italy and Belgium in various stages of their MSc or PhD research at our long-standing Associate Partner University of Queensland - UQ.Farid DAHDOUH-GUEBAS: Group picture taken during welcome day, ULB, Brussels, Belgium. 

   

    www.tropimundo.eu         www.mundustropicalis.eu    info@tropimundo.eu

Did you know?Did you know that TROPIMUNDO was the fi rst Erasmus Mundus programme to offset the carbon emissions caused by its compulsory student and staff mobility ? In the meantime it has become an annual tradition.

Application

Annual scholarship call: 01/09-30/11

Annual self-funded call: 01/09-15/06 

or until all places are exhausted

 Website programming 
& 

management by Artprotect.be

CopyrightAll photographs and logos in this calendar are 

the property of TROPIMUNDO, of the partner 

institution or of the photographer indicated in 

the caption or credits and cannot be used in any 

form without the prior written authorisation of the 

copyright holder.



The year 2025 marks not only the start of the second decade for the Erasmus Mundus Joint Master (Degree) in Tropical Biodiversity and 
Ecosystems (TROPIMUNDO) but also the birth of Mundus tropicalis. We are happy to announce that TROPIMUNDO obtained VLIR-UOS 
ICP-Connect funding to capitalize on two Trajectories running through Kenya and The Philippines, two priority countries for development 
collaboration for Flanders and Belgium. Under this new educational project, nicknamed Mundus tropicalis, VLIR-UOS funds 12 full 
scholarships annually for the next 5 years, followed by 10 full scholarships for another 5 years, making this a long-term financing scheme. 
Mundus tropicalis aims at training young S and N students to become the scientists, conservationists, restorationists, managers and policy-
makers of the future decades who will make a difference for the TE functions, goods and services on which their home countries and regions 
depend by contributing to excellent education, research, science, professionalisation and networking opportunities, and capacity-building 
skills in an era marked by a triple crisis of endangered tropical biodiversity, loss of ecosystem functionality and global change.

  

Welcome word from the Programme Director

Mundus tropicalis applicants from a list of 30 VLIR-UOS priority countries in Latin America, Africa and Asia will be selected based on social 
vulnerability indicators and on their potential for capacity building and their study tracks will pass through Technical University of Mombasa
(TUM) and University of the Philippines Diliman (UPD).

From February to June 2025, our first students will also attend other university partners among which the French-speaking Université 
Cheikh Anta Diop de Dakar (UCAD) in Senegal, with field schools on West-African forest, savanna, wetland and other Sahel ecosystems.

While continuing to honour Erasmus Mundus as the European Commission’s only educational excellence label, as well as the associated 
education, research, and scientific and societal skills competences embedded in our programme, TROPIMUNDO and VLIR-UOS’ Mundus
tropicalis will jointly assure the urgently needed focus on education, research, international networking, and capacity and resilience-
building to help mitigate the uncertainty faced by the many social-ecological communities that rely on tropical ecosystem functions, goods 
and services. 

Farid Dahdouh-Guebas
TROPIMUNDO/Mundus tropicalis Founding 

and  Managing Director
Université Libre de Bruxelles

Vrije Universiteit Brussel



THANK YOU TO ALL PARTNERS OF TROPIMUNDO

Royal Academy for
Overseas Sciences



 Damselle QUESADA: Periscaria capitata (Buch.-Ham. ex D.Don) H.Gross, La Réunion



Isadora Leticia GAERTNER HAHN��Chlorocebus pyreythrus (F. Cuvier, 1821), Haller Park, Kenya. 
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 Tristan PERMENTIER: Otus ireneae (Ripley, 1966), Kenya
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Giann VASQUEZ ��Belvedère du Maïdo, La Réunion.
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Mahasivarathri (Sri Lanka)



Isabela VARGAS NICOLA : Oplurus quadrimaculatus (Duméril & Bibron, 1851), Madagascar 
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Damselle QUESADA ��Top ��Piton de la Fournaise, Saint-Benoît, la Réunion. 
Eshrat Zahan ESHITA ��Bottom left �� Canopy gap in Matang Mangrove Forest Reserve, Malaysia.
Isadora Letícia GAERTNER HAHN ��Bottom right ��Giraffa tippelskirchi (Matschie, 1898), Kenya.
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Djouldé Soumaé/Aid al-Fitr
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Aid al-Fitr’s Feast
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Elissa PELSMAEKERS : Then Hou Temple, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia



1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10
Chinese New Year 

11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

��������  Monday            Tuesday          Wednesday            Thursday     Friday              Saturday Sunday

April 2025
MARCH

M T W T F S S
1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

MAY
M T W T F S S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

Isadora Letícia GAERTNER HAHN��Top: Trachylepis maculilabris (Gray, 1845) Kenya.
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Isadora Laeticia GAERTNER HAHN : Hyena crocuta crocuta (Erxleben, 1777) with Eudorcas thomsonii, (Günther, 1884), Kenya
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Elissa PELSMAEKERS�� Sunset on Lake Kenyir, Malaysia.

Labor  day

France Victory 1945

Ascent

World Migratory Bird Day

Mother’s day  

Teachers Day

Endangered Species Day

National Day in Cameroon 

World Day of Cultural Diversity 
for Dialogue and Development World Turtle Day

Vesak Full Moon (Sri Lanka)

Saint Joseph’s Feast 
(Colombia)

Mother’s Day in France

Madaraka Day (Kenya)

Buddha’s Birthday (Malaysia)



Tristan PERMENTIER: Avicennia marina ((Forssk.) Vierh., 1907), Kenya
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Juliette PINCO��Top left��Nephila pilipes (Fabricius, 1793), Southern ridges, Singapore. 
Maria Ruth GUERRA BLANDINO��Top right��Spathoglottis plicata (FBlume, 1825), La Soufrière, Guadeloupe. 

Kevin Jaret MADRIGAL FERRER��Bottom��Boardwalk in Matang Mangrove Forest, Malaysia. 
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Feast of the Italian 
Republic 

World Environment Day World Oceans Day

Father’s day in Belgium

Independence Day 
(Philippines)

Father’s Day in France

Summer Solstice World Rainforest Day

Independence Feast
 (Madagascar)

Pentecost Abolition of Slavery Father’s Day (Colombia)

Saint Peter and Paul

Tabasci/Fête du sacrifi ce 
Cameroun/Senegal/Kenya

Eid al-Adha

Muharram 

Deadline for TROPIMUNDO 
self-funded applications



Aleksandra SMORYGO: Sunrise in Burwood, Australia
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Isadora Letícia GAERTNER HANH��Balearica regulorum ssp. gibericeps (Bennett, 1834), Kenya. 

Feast of the Flemish 
Community in Belgium

World Population Day

French National Feast Independence Day 
(Colombia)

National Day in Belgium

International day for the 
Conservation of Mangrove 

Ecoystems 

Tamkharit



Eshrat Zahan ESHITA  : Sea from the mountains, Chagar Hutan, Malaysia
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Jonas GOEMANS��Craspedocephalus trigonocephalus (Latreille, 1801), Sri Lanka. 

International Day of the 
World’s Indigenous People

Asumption

Benigno Aquino Day
(Philippines)

Heroes Commemoration 
Day (Philippines)

Independence Day in Malaysia

Boyacá’s Battle

Asumption
(Colombia)

Magal de Touba
(Senegal)



Ling Xin TIYO: Euphorbia candelabrum (Kotschy), 1753, Kenya
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Natalia BERRAZUETA GALLARDO ��Top��Oostende, Belgium.

Opening call for 
TROPIMUNDO 

applications

Malaysia Day 

International Day for the 
Preservation of the Ozone Layer International Peace Day

Autumn Equinox

New Caledonia’s Day Feast of the French 
Community in Belgium

World Rivers Day



Elissa PELSMAEKERS : Lake Kenyir, Malaysia
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Juliette PINCO��Top: Varanus salvator (Laurenti, 1768), Pulau Redang, Malaysia.  
Osei Raphaël BAAFI��Bottom:  Sinharaja Rainforest, Sri Lanka.  

World Animal Day

World Habitat Day

World Food Day

United Nations Day

Colombus Day

Utamaduni Day (Kenya)

Mashujaa Day (Kenya)
Diwali (Malaysia)



Giovanni WALTERS : Panthera pardus pardus, (Linnaeus, 1758), South Africa
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Aleksandra SMORYGO��Sunset at Gibson steps, Australia.

All Saints day Commemoration of the 
Faithful Departed

Armistice 1918

International Day of Tolerance

World Fisheries Day

Deadline for TROPIMUNDO 
applications

Bonifacio Day 
(Philippines)

All Saints day
(Colombia)

Cartagena Independence 
Day 



Damselle QUESADA : Furcifer pardalis, (Cuvier, 1829), La Réunion
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Juliette PINCO��Pongo pygmaeus (Linnaeus, 1760), Borneo, Malaysia. 

Wildlife Conservation Day 

Saint Nicolas

Immaculate Conception

Human Rights Day

Winter Solstice

Christmas Eve Christmas Sint Stephen’s  Day
Boxing Day Kenya

Rizal Day (Philippines) New Year’s Eve

JamhuriDay (Kenya)

Abolition Day (La Réunion)
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