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In the aftermath of the COVID19 pandemic that held the world hostage for more than two

years, the Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degree in Tropical Biodiversity and Ecosystems
(TROPIMUNDO) is launching its 10th intake. While suffering under the pandemic,
TROPIMUNDO succeeded in sending out its students to the Semester 2 (S2) countries
in the tropics in a COVID-safe way. The challenges of the past years fostered blended

Thesis defences. Our database now has more than 500 potential Thesis Supervisors from
Full partners in Belgium, France, Italy, French Guyana, Guadeloupe, Cameroon, Kenya,

| learning using online platforms, which have become excellent tools in organising the Master

Madagascar, Reunion Island, Sri Lanka and Malaysia, and >50 Associate Partners all around

the world, many of which are involved in the organisation and presentation of MSc Thesis
research. TROPIMUNDO is also working towards enlarging its tropical focus to the Pacific
Ocean. Thanks to the organisation and excellent relationship between our 13 teaching
partners and our >50.

Associated Partners from the field of research, government, NGOs, SMEs, international

associations Consortium Partners, we continue to honour the European Commission’s
only educational excellence label that we obtained (i.e. Erasmus Mundus) as well as the
associated education and research competences of our programme.

In the present and next academic years 2022-2023 and 2023-2024 we celebrate the

10th TROPIMUNDO intake and we look back and forward to past and future education and

research on rainforests and woodlands, mangrove forests, seagrass beds, coral reefs and
tropical open ocean waters

In February 2023, the TROPIMUNDO students will also study East-African savannas,
African Great Lakes and coastal ecosystems at Technical University of Mombasa for the
first time. Many of the aforementioned ecosystems are featured in MSc Thesis topics,
have in turn made it into peer-reviewed journals and their student authors are now
pursuing academic careers as lecturers and/or researchers. Together, in this era marked
by a combined tropical biodiversity and climate change crisis, we will continue to assure

excellence in education, research and international networking in tropical biodiversity and

ecosystems, a focus much needed to improve our planet’s forecasts.

Farid Dahdouh-Guebas
Université Libre de Bruxelles

Vrije Universiteit Brussel
TROPIMUNDO Founding
and Managing Director
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Walking Dinner for the TROPIMUNDO Almuni Network, at the occasion of the 10th TROPIMUNDO Conference, Brussels, Belgium.

MonNDAY TuUEsDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FriDAY SATURDAY SuNDAY
DECEMBER e
M TWTF S S 1
1.2 3 4 . New Year
5 6 7 8 9 10 N

Hari Tahun Baru Malaysia
12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 -
26 27 28 29 30 31 =

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

New Year's day (Kenya) Epiphany

9 10 1 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Chinese New Year

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

FEBRUARY

M TWTF S S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26

30 31

27 28

HEYERES Martin: Top: The ‘Pointe des Chateaux' is the easternmost part of mainland Guadeloupe, it is a must-go for an incredible view on La Désirade island,
sunsets and to watch Humpback whales migrating through the channel between the two islands, Guadeloupe.
DERVAUX Brieuc: Bottom: Early morning on the ridge above the twin lakes, Mount Manengouba, Cameroon.
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February 2023

WOLSWIIJK Giovanna: Top: Pufferfish, Tetraodontidae (Bonaparte, 1832). Pulau Kapas, Malaysia.

H TROPIMUND®

Ayt
EEASAE MU 30T MASTER BEGREE B TROSE AL RaOBERETY AND ECAEYETERS Ll].i"!h:f

iyl

OF 0

MonNDAY TuEsDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FriDAY SATURDAY SuNDAY
1 2 3 4 5
National Day in Sri Lanka
World Wetlands Day
6 7 8 9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Mahashivaratri Day
Isra amd Miraj
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
JANUARY MARCH
27 28 M TWTFES s M TWTF S s
2 3 4 5 6 7 £13 6 7 215 S 1?()) ﬁ 152
9 10 1N 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 16 17 18 19
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 27 28 29 30 31
30 31

BANSE Marine: Top: Sunbathing quietly on a leaf, Mbalmayo, Cameroon. Bottom: Dragonfly dressed up for an appointment ? Yasuni National Park, Ecuador.






March 2023
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TOT Adrian: Top right: Tartaruga, Florence, Italy.

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FriDAY

EaxE

A 1

SuNDAY

FEBRUARY
M TW T F S S
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28

6

International Women's Day

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

Father's Day in Italy

20

Spring Equinox

21

World Forestry Day

22

Ramadan begins

World Water Day

23

24

27

28

29

Martyrs' Day in Madagascar

30

DERVAUX Brieux: Top: Traditional sheepfold bathed in the light of the Golden hour down the Manengouba crater, Cameroon.

25

26

APRIL

W T F S S

1 2
5 6 7 8 9
12 13 14 15 16
19 20 21 22 23
26 27 28 29 30

DAHDOUH-GUEBAS Farid: Bottom: Keynote address on «International Standards and Sustainability» by Associate Partner AMAP Sustainability CEO Staffan

SODERBERG at the 10th TROPIMUNDO Conference, Brussels, Belgium.
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BANSE Marine: Top: Cupiennius (Simon, 1891) Wandering spider. As an active hunter, the wandering spider waits to detect a prey
for chasing it in the dark, Mindo, Ecuador.

MoNDAY TuUESDAY \WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FriDAY SATURDAY SuNDAY
MARCH MAY

M T W T F S S M T W T F S S 1 2
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 M 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

6 7 8 9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

8 9

Good Friday Easter

World Health Day

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Easter Monday

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Ramadan ends Eid al-Fitr (Kenya)
Hari Raya Puasa
Aid el-Fitr (Ken,ya)

Lorenzo Borella Memorial Day Earth Day

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Italian Liberation Day

THANGASAMY Needhi: Top left: Spilopelia chinensis (Scopoli, 1768) A pair of spotted doves react identically to observers while showcasing their rosy plumage and characte-
ristic speckled collars. Kirala Kele Sanctuary, Sri Lanka. DUCRET Hugo: Top right: Christmas tree worms, From beneath. Pulau Bidong, Malaysia.
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May 2023

CHONG HO YEE Fiona: Top: A view from Sai Kung pier, Sai Kung, Hong Kong.
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MonNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Labor day Vesak Buddha Purnima

8 9 10 1 12 13 14
France Victory 1945 Mother's day in Belgium/
Kenya

World Migratory Bird Day
15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Ascent National Day in Cameroon

Endangered Species Day

World Day of Cultural Diversity
for Dialogue and Development

22

23

World Turtle Day

24

25

29

Pentecost Monday

30

31

10
17
24

n
18
25

12
19
26

26

27

Buddha Birthday

28

Mother'’s Day in France

JUNE
T W T

6 7 8 9 10 1
13 14 15 16 17 18
20 21 22 23 24 25
27 28 29 30

NEVE DE MEVERGNIES Thibault: Bottom left: Lepidoptera (Linnaeus, 1758) This horned caterpillar is enjoying a good meal in the Malaysian national park of Taman Negara
Pahang, Taman Negara, Malaysia. GAWRA Janan: Bottom right: The picture was taken near Tamara Negara along the road from Kuala Terengganu to Matang, our fieldwork site
in Perak, Malaysia.



P
T -
vy R Tr"":'

*




June 2023 B TROPIMUNDG@ ¢

EEASUS MUNDUS 30T MASTER DPGAREE B TROSSCAL RaOOVERSITY AND BOOEYSTEMS '_'

DE BETHUNE Stef: Top: Variety of bat species: Wrinkle-lipped bat (Chaerephon plicatus), the Philippine horseshoe bat (Rhin).
This eagle has the easiest life on Earth, feeding on bats as they leave by the millions on their daily exodus. Kinabatangan, Sabah, Malaysia.

29

MonNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FriDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
MAY :
M T W T F S S 1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Madaraka Day (Kenya) Feast of the Italian
8 9 10 1 12 13 14 Republic

16 17 18 19 20 21
23 24 25 26 27 28
30 31

5 6 7 8 9 10 N

Father’s day in Belgium

World Environment Day World Oceans Day

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Deadline for TROPIMUNDO

applications self-funded Father’s Day in France

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

Summer Solstice World Rainforest Day
26 27 28 29 E
M TW T F S S
Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) Aid al-Adha (Kenya) 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 1 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Aid al Adha (Kenya)

THANGASAMY Needhi: Top: Moon Crab (Family Matutidae - de Haan, 1835). A momentarily exposed moon crab burrows back underneath the sand
with the help of its colourful paddle-shaped legs, Eliyakanda Beach, Sri Lanka.
BERNARD Tom: Bottom: Toque Macaque, Macaca sinica (Linnaeus, 1771) Rawana Falls, Central Province, Sri Lanka.
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GELADI llke: Top: Sleeping beauty. Koala Phascolarctos cinereus (Goldfuss, 1817), Magnetic Island, Australia.

MonNDAY TuUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FriDAY SATURDAY SuNDAY

JUNE
M TWTF S S
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Feast of the Flemish French National Feast
Community in Belgium

World Population Day

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Muharram New Year National Day in Belgium

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

International day for the
Conservation of Mangrove
Ecoystems

AUGUST

WTFS s
2 3 4 5 6
9 10 1 12 13
16 17 18 19 20

i s PR el v 23 24 25 26 27
-'1?&':‘;"1- Py o e R gl - = 30 31

CHEVALIER Valentin: Top: Zonocerus variegatus, Orthoptera: Pyrgomorphinae (Linné, 1758) young grasshoppers, considered pests, on a maize plant Zea mays,
Dschang, Cameroon. SHAIKH Hisham Mohammed: Botfom: Sarcophyton sp. (Lesson, 1834), Port Douglas, Australia.






August 2023

GELADI llke Top: Common wombat, Vombatidae (Burnett 1829), Maria Island, Tasmania, Australia.
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National day in Malaysia

4
n
18
25

MonNbpay TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FriDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
M T WJL{I'LYF S S 1 2 3 4 5 6
3 4 5 6 7 ;3 g
10 1 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31
/ 8 9 10 11 12 13
International Day of the World's
Indigenous People
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Asumption
Ferragosto in Italy
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
SEPTEMBER
28 29 30 31 MTWTF S s
1 2 2

5 6 7 8 9 10
12 13 14 15 16 17
19 20 21 22 23 24
26 27 28 29 30

VANEGAS GONZALEZ Maria Juliana: Bottom: Miniature life. The world of nudibranchs, Costasiella usagi (Ichikawa, 1993), the size of a grain of sand.






September 2023

NEVE DE MEVERGNIES Thibault: Top: Photo...synthesis! Pripri de Yiyi, French Guiana.

MonNDAY

AUGUST

M TWTF S S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 M 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

TuUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FriDAY
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SATURDAY

“fﬁ_}

SuNDAY

OCTOBER
M T W T F S

2 3 4 5 6 7
9 10 11 12 13 14
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29

o= n

10

N

12

13

14

15

16

International Day for the
Preservation of the Ozone Layer

17

18

19

20

21

International Peace Day

22

23

Autumnal Equinox

24

World Rivers Day

25

26

27

Feast of the French Community
in Belgium
Prophet Muhammad Birthday

28

29

30

31

LACHS Liam: Top: Abudefduf septemfasciatus (Cuvier, 1830). Seven Banded Sergeant Major bustling for space to feed at the surface by the pier

on Pulau Bidong, Malaysia.






October 2023

DAHDOUH-GUEBAS Farid: ULB Graduation ceremony on the Grand Place, Brussels, Belgium featuring the TROPIMUNDO students graduated in 2022

MonNDAY

World Habitat Day

TuUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

SEPTEMBER
T W T F

1
5 6 7 8
12 13 14 15
19 20 21 22
26 27 28 29

THURSDAY
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FriDAY

SATURDAY

SuNDAY

Opening call for TROPIMUNDO

1

applications

8

9

10

Huduma Day

N

12

13

14

15

Navaratri starts

16

World Food Day

17

18

19

20

Mashujaa Day

21

22

Navaratri stops

23

Dusshera

24

United Nations Day

30

HAZARD Quentin: Top left : Dendrosophus minutus (Peters, 1872). Male encoutered during an expedition to the Kaw marshes, during the period of ‘explosive

25

26

27

28

29

20
27

NOVEMBER

T W T F S S

1 2 3 4 5
7 8 9 10 1 12
14 15 16 17 18 19
21 22 23 24 25 26
28 29 30

reproduction’ of frogs. BANSE Marine: Top right: The wildness of Nature, Mindo, Ecuador. VAN WEYNBERGH Marianne: Bottom Negaprion brevirostris (Poey,
1868), Petite Terre, Guadeloupe.






November 2023

DABALA Alvise: Top:

Cirque de Mafate, Grand Bénare, La Réunion.
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MonbpAy TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
OCTOBER
M TWTF S S 1 2 3 4 5
1 All Saints day Commemoration of the Faithful
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Departed
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31
8 9 10 11 12
Armistice 1918 Diwali
Deepavali
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
International Day of Tolerance
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
World Fisheries Day
DECEMBER
27 28 29 30 MTWTEFS s
Deadline for TROPIMUNDO 12 3
applications 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
1 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

VAN WEYNBERGH Marianne: Top: Statue of Jacques-Yves Cousteau at 15 meters deep in the Reserve Cousteau, Guadeloupe.
DABALA Alvise: Bottom: Panther chameleon Furcifer pardalis (Cuvier, 1829) on the university campus, Le Tampon, La Réunion.
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PETERS Laura: Top: Asian Elephants (Elephas maximus indicus, Cuvier - 1798) at Yala National Park in Sri Lanka, home to breathtaking nature.

MonNDAY TuUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FriDAY SATURDAY SuNDAY

NOVEMBER JANUARY
M T W T F S S M T W T F S S 1 2 3

1 2 3 4 5 1
6 7 8 9 10 1N 12 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 9 10 1N 12 13 14 15
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
27 28 29 30 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31
Saint Nicolas Immaculate Conception
Human Rights Day
Wildlife Conservation Day

Jamhuri Day in Kenya

18

19

20

21

22

Winter Solstice

23

24

Christmas Eve

25

Christmas

26

Santo Stefano
Utamaduni Day in Kenya

27

28

29

30

31

New Year's Eve

DAHDOUH-GUEBAS Farid: View of the auditorium during the keynote address on «International Standards and Sustainability» by Associate Partner AMAP
Sustainability CEO Staffan SODERBERG at the 10th TROPIMUNDO Conference, Brussels, Belgium.
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coming soon
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