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/Velcome from the Chair

Erasmus Mundus is the European Commission’s educational excellence
label. This year, our Erasmus Mundus Masters Course in Tropical Biodiversity and
Ecosystems - TROPIMUNDO enters its last year of the phase 2013-2019 in which the

fifth funded intake is expected to graduate.

In their 2-year Master programme, of which an entire semester is spent in the
tropics, TROPIMUNDO students focus on understanding ecosystem functions, goods
and services, conservation, management and restoration of tropical biodiversity and
ecosystem. Education and research in TROPIMUNDO uses a wide range of organismal
and/or integrative ecosystem approaches in universities in Europe and in the Americas,

Africa, Asia and Australia. So far, our efforts resulted in over 100 thesis topics on

rainforests and woodlands, savannah, mangrove forests, seagrass beds, coral reefs and .tropj Undo.e
info@ .
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even tropical open ocean waters. Together we are aiming at fighting the consequences TOPimundpo g,

of species extinctions, habitat destruction, and other anthropogenically-induced Did You know that
wa .
impacts through science and innovation. Srthe first Eras
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Academic year 2018-2019 is marked by the new membership of the ON emissiong Caused be

University of Antananarivo (Madagascar) and the University of Hong-Kong (Hong
Kong) as full teaching partners in our TROPIMUNDO Consortium, and by no less
than 40 memberships from universities and other research institutions, NGOs, SMEs,

international associations, etc... as Associate Partners (see logos). Together we assure

excellence in education, research and international networking in tropical biodiversity 14 =% Plan Vivo Certificate
and ecosystems, a focus much-needed in this era marked by a largely tropical i 178 tonnes CO,
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biodiversity crisis.
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Prof. Dr. Farid Dahdouh-Guebas _i‘

From: Mikoko Pamoja, Kenya

To: Erasmus Mundus Masters Course in Tropical
Biodiversity and Ecosystems - TROPIMUNDO 2015-

Université Libre de Bruxelles 2017 - www.tropimundo.eu

Vrije Universiteit Brussel senec: (| i
For and on behalf of the Plan Vivo Foundation
Christopher Stephenson, Head of Operations

TROPIMUNDO General Coordinator
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January 2019

Giovanna WOLSWIJK: Top: Hawksbill sea turtle Eretmochelys imbricata (Linnaeus), Pulau Bidong, Malaysia Fiona CHONG: /nset: Man Cheung Po, an impressive waterfall near the Tai O

fishing village, Latau Island, Hong-Kong
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llke GELADI: Bottom: Coastal Carpet Python, Morelia spilota mcdoweli (Wells & Wellington) Fraser Island, Australia







February 2019

Fiona CHONG: Top: Ficus Virens Aiton, Curtain Fig National Park, Queensland, Australia
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Maxime SAUVAIRE: Top: Heron Island, Australia Athraa AL SAADI: Tea plantation farms in Cameroon highlands, Malaysia
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Maél DORE: Top: Painted sky from Gunung Raya Submit, Langkawi, Malaysia Mohammed TAWFEEQ: Inset: Jeffrey Pine Trees Pinus jeffreyi (Balf.) in San Jacinto Mountains, California, USA
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Maxime SAUVAIRE: Heron Island, Australia
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Olivier MANZI: Top: La grande Soufriére, Basse Terre, Guadeloupe
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Mohammed Hisham SHAIKH: Light-blue soldier crab Mictyris longicarpus (Latreille), an army at retreat, North Stradbroke Island, Australia
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May 2019

Farzaneh BORDBAR: Top: Apis L. in action, Florence, Italy llke GELADI: Inset: Three-toed sloth Bradypus Tridactylus L., Kourou, French Guiana
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SUNDAY
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Ramadan begins
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France Victory 1945
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World Migratory Birds Day
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Harvest Festival

Dino Chueh Yu TSALI: Top: A blaze in the red centre, Yulara, Northern Territory, Australia
Mohammed Hisham SHAIKH: Exaiptasia pallida (Rapp) with its algal symbionts under a fluorescent microscope
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MoNDAY

Athraa AL SAADI: Top: Mangrove charcoal-burning kiln in Kuala Sepetang, Perak, Malaysia
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Hari Raya Puasa: Ramadan ends
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Feast of the Italian Republic
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Tueng Ng Festival in Hong-Kong
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Farzaneh BORDBAR: Along the river in Florence, Italy
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Mohammed Hisham SHAIKH: Top: Green ants Oecophylla smaragdina Fabricius, On Duty! Guarding the entrance of the weaved nest, Cape Tribulation, Australia
Fiona CHONG: A 2.5 m long Woma python Aspidites ramsayi Macleay spotted basking on the road at night during a herping road cruise. Classified as ‘Endangered’ under the IUCN red list,
this species is facing a very high risk of extinction in the wild.
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Dino Chueuh Yu TSAI: The nightfall, Yulara, northern Territory, Australia
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Marine BANSE: Top: Beetle Coleoptera L. Searching for treasure in Tibati, Cameroon
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Fiona CHONG: Autralian water dragon Intellagama lesuerurii (Gray), Roma Street Parkland, Brisbane, Australia
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Athraa AL SAADI: Top: Strait of Malacca, Malaysia Mohammed TAWFEEQ: Inset: Low tide area showing different algae species at Long Beach, California, USA
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Mohammed Hisham SHAIKH: Top: The spotted mangrove Rhizophora stylosa Griff. Spreading your roots to stand against the storm stronger and taller, Cape Tribulation, Australia
Giovanna WOLSWIJK: Bottom: Sunset, Kuala Sangga, Perak, Malaysia
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Rafaela DE ALBUQUERQUE RIBEIRO: Top: Getting cosy on Mount Batur, Bali, Indonesia
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llke GELADI: A panoramic view from the carbon flux tower of Paracou Research Station in French Guiana. We can appreciate the diverse nature of a tropical rainforest where all elements

work together to create one of the most harmonious habitats on earth.
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Maél DORE: Top: Misty day on Tasik Kenir, Malaysia Ophélie MCINTOSH: /nset: Moreton Bay, Australia
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Dino Chueuh Yu TSAI: Uluru: Centre of the world, Northern territory, Australia
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Mohammed Hisham SHAIKH: Top: We gave ourselves some time to get lost between the herbarium sheets in the coloured boxes at BRLU Herbarium (ULB, Brussels, Belgium)
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Mohammed Hisham SHAIKH: Top: The fabulous Firenze: a view of Florence from Piazzale Michelangelo, Italy Athraa AL SAADI: Bottom left: Newly hatched Hawksbill hatchling heads to
his first journey into the sea, Redang Island, Malaysia Giovanna WOLSWIJK: Bottom right: Golden rabbitfish Siganus guttatus (Bloch) schooling at Redang Island, Malaysia
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