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Welcome from the Chair

2017 marked the EC Erasmus programme’s 30th anniversary and
to date the EC has also 120 Erasmus Mundus excellence programmes
offering scholarships. The Erasmus Mundus Masters Course in Tropical
Biodiversity and Ecosystems — TROPIMUNDO is one of them. On
behalf of the TROPIMUNDO Consortium | am honoured to coordinate

% such a programme with a much-needed focus on tropical rainforests and
woodlands and tropical coastal ecosystems in an era marked by species
extinctions, habitat destruction, and other anthropogenically-induced
impacts.

In their 2-year Master programme, of which an entire semester is
spent in the tropics, TROPIMUNDO students focus on understanding
. . | ecosystem functions, goods and services, conservation, management and
" restoration of tropical biodiversity and ecosystem. Education and research trODimungo, gy,
in TROPIMUNDO uses a wide range of organismal and/or integrative Info@tropimy g, ;e
ecosystem approaches in universities in Europe and in the Americas, Africa, by
| Asia and Australia.

As of acamedic year 2017-2018 the Universities of French Guiana
and the French West-Indies have joined the TROPIMUNDO Consortium,
already composed of Universities in Belgium, France, Italy, Cameroon,
| Malaysia and Australia, and because of their unique and relevant locations
. and expertise in the overarching scientific domains of tropical biodiversity
and ecosystems, universities in Madagascar and Hong-Kong are -
| entertaining negotiations to start as of 2018-2019. - ¢

These and other improvements to our programme are made to . : s U AP
assure excellence in education and research within the disciplines covered @ ACES CERTIFICATE + L
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TROPIMUNDO General Coordinator &' Sl Pl DiphciculClssan,

by TROPIMUNDO.

Université Libre de Bruxelles
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Milena CAIRO: Top: Lac Mount Manengouba, Cameroon
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Stef DE BETHUNE: Top: Panoramic view of the coast of Pulau Bidong, Malaysia Olivia HEWITT: Bottom left: The sun sets on dusty and barren on the Glass House

Mountain, Australia Laura PETERS: Bottom right: The common Mormon female (Papilio polytes romulus L.) in Pulau Redang, Malaysia






February 2018

Anais BONNEFOND: Top: Witness of habitat loss, Nouargues Station, French Guiana Benjamin DURRINGTON: /nset: The Blotched Hyacinth Orchid Dipodium variegatum M.L. Clem & D.L. Jones on Fraser Island, Australia
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Morgan McCARTHY: Top: In formation on Heron Island, Australia Elena QUINTERO BORRERO: Bottom: Sunrise in Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park, Australia
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Nazia MUMU: Top: Helplessness! - Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus Goldfuss) in Redlands, Autralia
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Mehran HARIRI: Coconut colonising a beach in Setiu Wetlands, Terengganu, Malaysia
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April 2018

Laura COLLINS: Top: Cascading waterfalls in Springbrook National Park, Queensland, Australia Tiruha KARSSA: Inset: Ostrich, Abijaha Shalla Lakes, Ethiopia
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Marine BANSE: Top: Ant in Dschang (Cameroon) trying to discourage enemies with its impressive mandibles. Bottom right: Dormouse (rodent of the family Gliridae) Fongo-Ndeng,
Cameroon Jessica MICKLEM: Bottom left: Tropimundo Student - Each person enjoys paradise in their own way, Bidong Island, Malaysia
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Stef DE BETHUNE: Top: A mesmerizing view over crystal clear waters, Palau Bohey Dulang, Malaysia
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Meenakshi SHANKAR POTI: Bottom left: Life of troPI
Elena QUINTERO BORRERO: Bottom right: Toco Toucan Ramphastos toco Statius Miller, feeding in an exotic Ficus benjamina L. in Rio Claro, Brazil
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June 2018

Nadia BALDUCCIO: Top: Acianthera polystachya (Ruiz & Pav) Pupulin in ACP Bosque Berlin, Amazonas, Peru Olivia HEWITT: Inset: Boyd's forest dragon Lophosaurus boydii (Macleay),
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on Mount Sorrow, Cape Tribulation, Daintree National Park, Australia
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Morgan McCARTHY: Egretta sacra (Gmelin) on Heron Island, Australia - The captain always goes down with the ship
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Yanick KAMGA: Top: Crossing the Amazon River, Peru
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Camila DE ANDRADE SCALABRIN: Top left: Fisherman in the mangrove of Barra de Mamanguape, Paraiba, Brazil Giulia PUNTIN: Top right: Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin Sousa

chinensis chinensis (Osbeck) in the mangrove creeks of Kuala Sepetang estuary,

down to explore the wonders of the coral reef, Chagar Hutang, Terengganu, Malaysia
nal fruits of black palm (Astrocaryum standleyanum L.H. Bailey), Barro Colorado Island,
hidden features of an animal and you discover that a relatively plain insect is in fact

Matang Mangrove Forest Reserve, Perak, Malaysia Jessica MICKLEM: Bottom left: Diving,
Jean-Paul HIRWA: Bottom centre: White-nosed coati (Nasua narica L.) feeding on seaso-
Panama Laura PETERS: Bottom right: Amata species - The moment when the light shows
amazingly beautiful, Pulau Redang, Malaysia
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August 2018

Emeline AUDA: Top: African Blue Flycatcher Elminia longicauda (Swainson) in Limbe Botanical Garden, Cameroon Liam LACHS: Inset: The Grasshawk dragonfly Neurothemis fluctuans
(Fabricius) perched on an estuarine reed in Tok Jembal, Terengganu, Malaysia
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Sailee SAKHALKAR : Top: Jumping spider on Bidong Island, Terengganu, Malaysia Jessica MICKLEM: Bottom: Melibe spp in the Perhentian Islands water, Terengganu, Malaysia
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Nadia BALDUCCIO: Top: Cloud Forest, ACP Bosque, Berlin, Peru
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Feast of the French Community
in Belgium

Elena QUINTERO BORRERO: Sunset in front of Uluru Rock, Australia
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Olivia HEWITT: Top: The Borneo Pygmy elephant Elephas maximus borneensis Deraniyagala at Kinabatang River, Malaysia Meenakshi SHANKAR POTI: Inset: The Soaring Ray, Lakshadweep,
India
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Nazia MUMU: Bottom: The Dingo Canis lupus dingo Wozencraft on Fraser Island, Australia
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Janan GAWRA: Top: Wasp at work in the breath-taking landscape of the Batur-Kintamani volcano, Bali, Indonesia
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Laura COLLINS: Top: View from Notre Dame, the grey tower to the right marks the location of the Université Pierre Marie Curie campus (Paris)

Morgan McCARTHY: Bottom: Green Turtle Chelonia mydas L. gliding over the coral reef at Heron Island, Australia
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Thomas LUYPAERT: Top: Tawny Fish Owl Bubo flavipes (Hodgson) on Kapas Island, Malaysia Inset: Huntsman Spider Heteropoda boeiei (Doleschall) in one of the world’s oldest

deciduous tropical rainforests, Taman Negara National Park, Malaysia
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Sailee SHAKHALKAR: Top left: Lycaenid butterfly on basil (Ocimum basilicum L.) inflorescence, Tok Jembal, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia Sophie EVER: Top right: Olive-bellied sunbird
Cinnyris chloropygius Jardine University of Dschang Campus, Cameroon; Bottom left: The Village weaver Ploceus cucullatus Miller building a home upside down,
Lake of Dschang, Cameroon Janan GAWRA Bottom right: Sunrise in Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia
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